Press Release (for publication)
Varanasi

Event date: September 13, 2025

One-day seminar on "Role of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in The Vision of Prosperous India" held at Uday
Pratap College on 13.09.2025

A one-day seminar based on the active participation of Higher Education Institutions with a focus on
rural development under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan was organized on 13 September 2025 at Rajarshi
Seminar Hall of Uday Pratap College, Varanasi. The title of seminar was — "Role of Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan in the Vision of Prosperous India". The event was jointly organized by Regional Coordinating
Institute, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, IIT, BHU, Varanasi and Uday Pratap College.

The Chief Guest of the occasion was Hon'ble Mr. Ravindra Jaiswal, Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Court Fees and Registration, Government of Uttar Pradesh. The program was presided
over by the Principal of the college, Dr. Dharmendra Kumar Singh.

Principal Dr. Singh in his presidential address said that the College team surveyed and studied the
basic problems of the villagers and weavers related with water harvesting, drainage and garbage
disposal and spread awareness to solve them, as a result of which now the local communities are
solving these problems themselves. At the same time, initiatives like Grameen Aahar Enterprises
started by college students are also providing self-employment opportunities to the villagers.

Dr. Shail Shankar of IIT (BHU) highlighted the vision and achievements of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan,
describing it as an effective medium connecting education and rural development. He spoke about
the reforms in sanitation, education, agriculture and rural industries in five villages near BHU and
described the campaign as a realization of the vision of inclusive and prosperous India.

Chief Guest Shri Ravindra Jaiswal said that respect for water conservation and resources is deeply
rooted in India's tradition and culture. Motivating the youth towards skill-based education and self-
employment, he said that 22 schemes of the Uttar Pradesh Government and 9 schemes of the
Central Government are providing subsidy and support to the youth to improve their socio-
economic status.

Special guest Shri Nitin Singh, IAS (SDM Sadar, Varanasi) described the campaign UBA as a bridge
between education and rural development and said that society can progress only through the
promotion of knowledge produced and researched in higher education institutions.

In the technical sessions, speakers shared their views on diverse topics. Shri Brijesh Kumar
Vishwakarma (Plant Protection Officer, Vikas Bhavan) emphasized the importance of food grain
storage, sanitation and organic farming, saying that problems like food poisoning are aggravated by
improper storage and excessive use of chemicals. Dr. Sharda Singh (CEO, Kashi Jute Creations)
highlighted the utility of jute-based products for women empowerment and explained that it can



make women self-reliant. Mr. Pravin Srivastava (Madhuri Organic Farm) said that organic farming is
sustainable and beneficial and there is a need to protect the environment and produce healthy food
grains. Shri Ashok Manwani described the scientific cultivation of pearls as a new venture for the
rural youth and highlighted its high market demand and profitability. Dr. Nikhilesh Singh stressed on
the need to become carbon neutral and called for adoption of tree plantation, renewable energy
and sustainable agricultural practices. Dr. Satya Sharan (Assistant Professor, Department of
Entomology) explained the importance of beekeeping as well as products like beeswax, royal jelly
and bee venom along with honey. At the same time, Dr. Kamlesh Kumar Gautam (Uday Pratap
College) described mushroom production as an important means of rural income and said that
mushroom cultivation can give additional income to farmers with low investment in a controlled
environment. Mr. Pankaj Pati Pathak (CEO, Agrikaash, Varanasi) delivered a lecture on Agribusiness
to aware villagers and farmers about entrepreneurship and marketing of their products. Dr. Satish
Kanaujia and Dr. Manhar Charan from Department of Humanistic Studies, IIT (BHU) and several
other participants also shared their views on the role of UBA in improving financial independency of
villagers and their entrepreneurship.

In the seminar, more than 100 students presented projects and ideas on rural development,
environmental protection, organic farming, women empowerment and possibilities related to
startups. More than 50 farmers and women self-employed entrepreneurs also participated in the
programme.

This program is organized by RCI. (Regional Coordinating Institute), Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, lIT. (BHU)
Varanasi was coordinated the Program Manager Shri Ashish Singh Ji. The program was successfully
conducted by Dr. Sanjay Srivastava and Dr. Agni Prakash Sharma and the vote of thanks was
proposed by the Head of the Department of Zoology and Coordinator of the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan,
Prof. Tumul Singh presented. On this occasion, Prof. Manoj Prakash Tripathi, Prof. N.P. Singh, Prof.
Devendra Kumar Singh, Dr. Naveen Jha, Dr. Dev Narayan Singh, Dr. Ashwini Kumar Nigam, Dr. B.K.
Sinha, Dr. Satish Pratap Singh, Dr. Chandan Kumar, Ms. Kirti Singh, Mrs. Preeti Singh, Dr. Vinay
Kumar and many other professors were also present.
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