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Plato's Theory of Justice

he tradition of Greek Philosophy considered ethics to be important, they believed that the
state comes into existence for the sake of life and continues for the sake of a good life. Plato believed
In the same dictum and held that the state exists to fulfil the necessities of human life. The origin of
the state, therefore, owed its existence to the fulfilment of human needs, and the Greek philosophers
saw society and state as the same.

» Unlike other living beings, human beings do not merely seek survival but essentially want to live a
good life. Justice is the essential requirement to lead a good life. One cannot lead a good life without
meeting their needs, and it's possible to meet one's needs only in the presence of Justice.

The Rgpublic discusses Justice in the form of a dialogue. This methodology is known as Dialectical
Method, which Plato borrowed from his mentor, Socrates. The dialogue takes place between
Socrates, Glaucon, Adeimantus, Cephalus and Thrasymachus. The dialogue concluded that if one
were allowed to suppress another, there would be complete anarchy, and it would be difficult to have
any state of affairs. To save oneself from any such suffering and to prevent injustice, men enter into
contract to prevent injustice upon themselves or on others. That is also how laws came into
Istence to codify standard human conduct and bring a sense of Justice.



Introduction

® The question of justice has been central to every society, and In every
age, It surrounds itself with debate. Justice has been the most critical
part of a person’s morality since time immemorial. Perhaps, it Is for
this reason that Plato, the ancient Greek philosopher, considered it
crucial to reach a theory of justice.

g out the principles of justice is the main concern In Plato's
blic, to the extent that it is also subtitled as ‘Concerning Justice’.
Plato viewed justice from a broad perspective. He defined justice as a
condition in which each individual and each class in society performs
Its designated function without interfering with others. According to
Im, justice occurs when all the elements of society function In
armony, ensuring balance and order.
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Plato characterises human behaviour in three main
sources:

* Desire (or Appetite) =51 (UT YY)

Knowledge (or Intellect) 31T (UT Tg’@)
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» 1. Justice in the Individual
» Plato divided the human soul intfo three elements:

1.Rational Element - The highest part of the soul, representing
wisdom, logic, and reasoning. It helps individuals make the
right decisions.

2.Spirited Element - The middle part of the soul, associated
ith courage, willpower, and determination. It motivates
ndividuals to act righteously.

. Appetitive Element — The lowest part of the soul, representing
desires, passions, and material needs. If unchecked, it can
ead to immorality.
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» 2 Justice In Society
» Plato divided society into three classes:

1. Rulers (Philosopher-Kings) — Representing wisdom and knowledge, they govern
the state.

lans (Warriors) — Representing courage and discipline, they protect the

roducers (Farmers, Artisans, Merchants) — Representing the economic
foundation, they engage in trade, production, and commerce.

» According to Plato, justice in society Is achieved when each class performs its
assigned role and does not interfere in the functions of others.
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. Justice In the Ideal State

Plato’s ideal state is one where:

*Rulers govern wisely.

*Guardjans maintain security and discipline.

cers contribute to economic stability.

Justice In the state means that each class performs its specific duty
Ithout encroaching upon the roles of other classes.
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Criticism of Plato’s Theory of Justice

» Despite ifs significance, Plato’s theory faced several criticisms:

1. Highly Idealistic — T is difficult to implement pracftically due to its rigid
classification of society.

2. Anti-Democratic - |t opposes democracy, advocating for rule by
philgsopher-kings.

k of Individual Freedom — The theory resiricts personal freedom by
etermining individuals' roles based on their abilities.

4. /Limited Social Mobility — It does not allow individuals o move
between social classes freely.
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